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W 2-3 and by appointment

Plato’s Metaphysics of Mind 

Wednesdays 11-1

Syllabus

Required text: 

Plato: Complete Works, ed. Cooper (Hackett, 1997).

Description:

My aim in this course is to develop and defend an interpretation of Plato’s metaphysics of mind. I will be arguing that Plato’s own Platonism about practical and epistemic value is motivated primarily, if not entirely, by his conviction that naturalistic accounts of thinking, experiencing, and intending cannot succeed. Such accounts must fail, in his view, because they cannot accommodate the intuition that all of our attitudes—especially those of belief and desire—have correctness conditions that are not fixed by their (or our) dispositional properties. As I hope to show, this interpretation of Plato’s project has important consequences for our understanding of his philosophy of language, his moral psychology, and his so-called “theory of forms.”

Writing assignments: 

One 15-20 page paper or two 7-10 page papers. Topics and deadlines are negotiable, but must be approved by me in advance.

Topics and Readings:

(All readings not available in Plato: Complete Works will be available in a course file in the department copy room.)

[1/24]

The Rise of Naturalism, Part One: The Presocratics

Primary:

Empedocles (Kirk, Raven, Schofield 300-305); Anaxagoras (KRS 362-365, 371-376); Archelaus (KRS 386-389); Leucippus and Democritus (KRS 409-416, 423-429); Phaedo 97c-99d; and Laws 884a-890d.

· Patricia Curd, “Introduction,” in Curd, ed., A Presocratics Reader.

[1/31]

The Rise of Naturalism, Part Two: The Sophists
Primary:

Protagoras 318a-328e; Gorgias 480a-486d; and Republic 336b-345b, 357a-362d; and Theaetetus 166c-172c, 177c-179b.

Secondary:

· G. B. Kerferd, The Sophistic Movement, chapter 10.

[2/7] [2/14]

Socrates’s Psychology: The Undivided Mind

Primary:

Gorgias 466b-468e; Lysis 216c-221d; Meno 77b-78b; Protagoras 349b-358e; and Euthydemus 278e-282d.

Secondary:

· Terry Penner and Christopher Rowe, “The Desire for Good,” Phronesis 39 (1994): 1-25.

· Terry Penner and Christopher Rowe, Plato’s Lysis, 205-211 and 243-268. 

· Terence Irwin, Plato’s Ethics, 81-90, 114-117, and 138-139.

· Anthony Price, Mental Conflict, chapter 1.

[2/21]

Plato’s Realism (Part One): The Euthyphro Contrast

Euthyphro 5c-11e

· David Wolfsdorf, “Euthyphro 10a2-11b1: A Study in Platonic Metaphysics and its Reception Since 1960,” Apeiron 38 (2005): 1-71.

· Terence Irwin, “Socrates and Euthyphro: The Argument and its Revival,” in Lindsay Judson and Vassilis Karasmanis, eds., Remembering Socrates: Philosophical Essays.

[2/28]

CLASS POSTPONED (tentatively rescheduled for 5/2)

[3/7] [3/21] (no meeting on 3/14: spring break)

Plato’s Realism (Part Two): The Cratylus Contrast

Primary:

Cratylus 383a-396d, 420b-426c, and 428d-440e; and Philebus 36c-41a and 53c-55a.

Secondary:

· Rachel Barney, Names and Nature in Plato’s Cratylus, chapters I, III.3, IV, and V.

· Matt Evans, “Plato on the Possibility of Hedonic Error,” manuscript. 

[3/28] [4/4] [4/11]

Plato’s Psychology: The Divided Mind

Primary:

Republic 434d-445e, 504a-509c, 571a-583a, and 588b-592a; Symposium 199c-212c; Phaedrus 246a-257b; Timaeus 69b-73b, 76e-77c, and 86b-90d; Sophist 227d-228e; Theaetetus 194a; and Laws 644c-645c.

Secondary:

· Terence Irwin, Plato’s Ethics, 203-222.

· Christopher Bobonich, Plato’s Utopia Recast, chapters 3 and 4.

· Hendrick Lorenz, The Brute Within, parts one and two.

· Anthony Price, Mental Conflict, chapter 2.

· Thomas Johansen, Plato’s Natural Philosophy: A Study of the Timaeus-Critias, chapter 7.

[4/18] [4/25] [5/2]

Plato on Mind and Body: Dualism or Panpsychism?

Primary:

Phaedo 61d-102a; Phaedrus 245c-e; Theaetetus 184b-187a; Timaeus 27d-48b; Philebus 28e-36c; and Laws 884a-905d. 

Secondary:

· David Bostock, Plato’s Phaedo, chapters II-VII.

· C. C. W. Taylor, “The Arguments in the Phaedo Concerning the Thesis That the Soul is a Harmonia,” in Ellen Wagner, ed., Essays on Plato’s Psychology.

· Victor Caston, “Epiphenomenalisms, Ancient and Modern,” in The Philosophical Review 106 (1997): 309-363. (The part of the article that deals with the Phaedo.)

· Sarah Broadie, “Soul and Body in Plato and Descartes,” Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society 101 (2001): 295-308.

· Gregory Vlastos, “Reasons and Causes in the Phaedo,” in Vlastos, Platonic Studies.

· James Lennox, “Plato’s Unnatural Teleology,” in Dominic O’Meara, ed., Platonic Investigations.

· John Cooper, “Plato on Sense-Perception and Knowledge,” in Gail Fine, ed., Plato 1.

· Michael Frede, “Observations on Perception in Plato’s Later Dialogues,” in Gail Fine, ed., Plato 1.

· Thomas Johansen, Plato’s Natural Philosophy: A Study of the Timaeus-Critias, chapters 4 and 5.

