Advanced introduction to political philosophy
A. J. Julius, Wednesdays 4:15-6:15, spring 2007

Many people believe that, to be morally okay, social institutions (i) must leave each person free to develop and pursue her own values and projects, (ii) must give every person an equal chance of living well, and (iii) must be governed by collective decisions in which every person has a say. Institutions depend for their moral decency on liberty, equality, and democracy. 
Are these claims true? How are they best defended? We’ll consider the answers to these questions offered by a liberal theory of justice. That theory traces all three values to a single moral source, the requirement that people associate on terms that every person can accept.
In the first half of the course, through March 7, we will develop arguments for liberty and for equality, understanding them as conditions for the acceptability of associative terms, and we will ask how these arguments stack up against rival views of those values on which their force is independent of any associative context. In the second half, beginning on March 21, we will ask how the liberal theory is itself to be justified, we will study the reasons it gives us to try to reorganize our association through a democratic politics, and we will worry about the separation of political action and public reason from personal life and private conviction that our acceptance of this aim would require.         
Schedule of topics

Jan. 17


Introduction to the liberal theory of justice 
Jan. 17, 24, and 31
Arguments for the difference principle; allocative versus associative 
conceptions of distributive ethics
Feb. 7 and 14

Liberty as a good; natural liberty; liberty in liberal justice
Feb. 21


The moral status of private property and market exchange
Feb. 28


Do liberty and equality conflict?
March 7

Value holism and fact-dependence
March 21

Why aim for terms of association that everyone can accept?

March 28

Some explanations of the value of democracy 
April 4


The liberal theory of justice as a theory of democracy
April 11 and April 18
Toleration and liberal neutrality
April 25 and May 2
Principles for individuals and principles for institutions 
Written work

A paper of any length on any problem raised in the course.
Schedule of readings   
January 17, 24, and 31. Arguments for Rawls’ difference principle. Allocative versus associative conceptions of distributive ethics. 

Thomas Nagel, “Equality”


John Rawls, A theory of justice, sections 1-3. 
John Rawls, “Distributive justice” and “Distributive justice: some addenda”

Brian Barry, Theories of justice, sections 27-28.

Robert Nozick, Anarchy, state, and utopia, pp. 183-228.

Derek Parfit, “Equality versus priority” 

Thomas Nagel, “Justice and nature”




G. A. Cohen, “On the currency of egalitarian justice”

February 7 and 14. Liberty as a good. Natural liberty. Liberty in liberal justice.

John Stuart Mill, On liberty, chapter 3

T. M. Scanlon, “Rights, goals, and fairness”

Joseph Raz, “Rights and individual well-being”

Nozick, Anarchy, state, and utopia, pp. 26-35.


Judith Thomson, The realm of rights, chapter 11.

T. M. Scanlon, “A theory of freedom of expression”

Thomas Nagel, Equality and partiality, chapter 13
February 21. The moral status of private property and market exchange

Robert Nozick, Anarchy, state, and utopia, pp. 149 - 

Loren Lomasky, Persons, rights, and the moral community, chapter 6.

G. A. Cohen, Self-ownership, equality, and freedom, chapters 1-2


Judith Thomson, The realm of rights, chapter 13.

Allan Gibbard, “What’s morally special about free exchange?” 
February 28. Do liberty and equality conflict?

Ronald Dworkin, “Do liberal values conflict?”


Bernard Williams, “Liberalism and loss”


Thomas Nagel, “Pluralism and coherence”


Ronald Dworkin, “Hart’s postscript and the point of political philosophy,” pp. 145-162
March 7. Value holism and fact-dependence

G. A. Cohen, Rescuing justice and equality from constructivism, part 1.
March 21. Why aim for terms of association that everyone can accept?

John Rawls, Justice as fairness: a restatement, part 1.


Richard Miller, Moral differences, chapter 6.

Ronald Dworkin, Law’s empire, pp. 190-216.

Brian Barry, Justice as impartiality, chapters 3 and 7.

Thomas Nagel, Equality and partiality, chapters 1-5.
March 28. Some explanations of the value of democracy 

Charles Beitz, Political equality, Part I

April 4. The liberal theory of justice as a theory of democracy.

Joshua Cohen, “Procedure and substance in deliberative democracy”

Joshua Cohen, “For a democratic society”

Ronald Dworkin, Sovereign virtue, chapter 4.

Jeremy Waldron, “Rights and majorities: Rousseau revisited” 

April 11 and April 18. Toleration and liberal neutrality

Thomas Nagel, “Moral conflict and political legitimacy”


Thomas Nagel, Equality and partiality, chapter 14.

John Rawls, “The idea of public reason revisited”

Ronald Dworkin, “Liberalism and the good life”


Joseph Raz, “Facing diversity: the case of epistemic abstinence”


T. M. Scanlon, “The difficulty of tolerance”

April 25 and May 2. Principles for individuals and principles for institutions

Thomas Nagel, Equality and partiality, chapters 6 and 10-12.


John Rawls, “The basic structure as subject”

G. A. Cohen, “Where the action is: on the site of distributive justice”
That’s a lot of reading, I know. I will cut some of these things out and suggest shortcuts through the rest.  
