Kant’s Moral Philosophy
Spring 2007 / G83.2320-002
Tues. 11:00-1:00, Silver Center 503
Timothy Rosenkoetter

Silver Center 503P

tr37@nyu.edu  /  212-998-8335

Off. Hrs.:  Tues and Thurs 3:15-4:00
  and by appointment

 
Course Description
This course is an advanced introduction to Kant’s moral philosophy, which will also be of interest to those with previous knowledge of Kant and his practical project.  We will begin by looking at two Pre-Critical essays and getting a basic picture of the Wolffian background within which Kant was working.  We will then look at sections from the Critique of Pure Reason on the nature of reason, freedom, and Kant’s innovative conception of “transcendental logic.”  The core texts are the Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals and the Critique of Practical Reason.  Emphasis will be placed on the foundations Kant’s practical project, including his views on reason in general, practical reason in particular, free will, moral motivation, moral semantics, moral metaphysics, the relation of morality to happiness and desert, and the question of why a second branch of metaphysics beyond the metaphysics of nature is needed in the first place.


Course Requirements
Two papers are required.  Each paper should be 10-12 pages (double-spaced, normal margins, etc.).  The papers should take account of some secondary literature on the topic.  It is recommended that paper topics be cleared with the instructor in advance.  The first paper is due by the Thursday before Spring Break (March 8).  The second paper is due by the end of the final full week of classes (April 28).  Graduate students enrolled in the course are required to give one presentation (approx. 15 mins.).  A list of topics will be distributed soon after the second meeting.

Graduate students:  each paper counts for 35% of the course grade.  The presentation and other in-class participation each count for 15%.

Undergraduates:  the papers count for 40% and 45% of the course grade.   In-class participation counts for 15%.
Tentative Schedule

This schedule does not yet include most of the secondary literature that will be assigned or recommended during the term.
Abbreviations:

GMS  = Grundlegung zur Metaphysik der Sitten (Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals)
KprV =  Kritik der praktischen Vernunft (Critique of Practical Reason)
KrV  = Kritik der reinen Vernunft (Critique of Pure Reason)
KU  = Kritik der Urteilskraft (Critique of the Power of Judgment)
Week 1 (Jan. 16):  Introduction

Week 2 (Jan. 23):  Pre-Critical Kant; the Critical Kant on the nature of reason
· The Only Possible Argument… (1762), Sec. 1
· Inquiry concerning the distinctness of the principles of natural theology and morality (1764), 4th Reflection
· Selections from Christian Wolff’s Reasonable thoughts about the actions of men, for the promotion of their happiness (1720, 17334), commonly called the “German Ethics,” translated by J.B. Schneewind in Moral Philosophy from Montaigne to Kant (Cambridge, 1990), pp. 333-350
· Schneewind, “Perfection and will: Wolff and Crusius,” in The Invention of Autonomy (Cambridge, 1998), pp. 431-456 (recommended)
· KrV A298/B355-A332/B389
Week 3 (Jan. 30):  Transcendental freedom in the theoretical project
· Third Antinomy (KrV A444/B472-A452/B480), its resolution (A532/B560-A558/B586), and the first section of the Canon of Pure Reason (A797/B825-A804/B832)
Week 4 (Feb. 6):  The 1785 idea for a metaphysics of morals; the role of imperatives in an account of practical reason
· Introduction to Transcendental Logic, KrV A50/B74-A64/B88
· Architectonic of Pure Reason A832/B860-A851/B879

· GMS, Preface
· GMS, A1-52 (=Ak. 393-421), with an emphasis on A34ff (Ak. 411ff)
· KU, Introduction §§I-III
Weeks 5 and 6 (Feb. 13 and 20):  Groundwork II, concentrating on the derivations of the FUL, FH, FA, as well as on their interrelations
· Additional primary text beyond GMS II:  KprV A119ff (67ff), Of the Typic of Pure Practical Reason
· Primary secondary text: Samuel Kerstein, Kant’s Search for the Supreme Principle of Morality
Week 7 (Feb. 27):  Groundwork III
· This will involve some consideration of phenomena-noumena distinction and additional reading for those unfamiliar with it
· Primary secondary text: Dieter Schönecker, Kant: Grundlegung III. Die Deduktion des kategorischen Imperativs
Weeks 8 and 9 (March 6 and 20):  The Second Critique’s Analytic of Principles of Pure Practical Reason
Week 10 (March 27):  The unexpected project of a critique of practical reason:  Why was it necessary?  What was Kant trying to accomplish?  Why did he organize it in this manner?  How does it different in these respects from the Groundwork?
New reading:

· On the Concept of an Object of Pure Practical Reason, A100ff (57ff).  What sense can be made of the categories of freedom and what role do they play in Kant’s theory?
· Critical Elucidation of the Analytic, A159ff (89ff)

Weeks 11 and 12 (April 3 and 10):  Motivation, Respect, and moral feeling

· On the Incentives of Pure Practical Reason A127ff (71ff)
· Additional material from lectures and reflections will be made available

Weeks 13 and 14 (April 17 and 24):  Dialectic of Pure Practical Reason
If the material in Weeks 11-14 does not occupy us for four full weeks, then we will end with a consideration of foundational questions regarding the Metaphysics of Morals (1797). 
